
 

 

EXHIBIT 15 

The San Marcos Association before the Santa Fe County Board of Commissioners 

August 11, 2025 

 

Before the Santa Fe County Board of County Commissioners, August 11, 2025 

Cases #24-5200 & 24-5202 

Rancho Viejo Solar, LLC Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Application 

Applicants: Rancho Viejo Limited Partnership, Rancho Viejo Solar, LLC, AES Clean 

Energy Development, LLC 

 

Excerpt from an email exchange between Olivia Romo, Santa Fe County Communications 

Coordinator, and Michael Benanav a Reporter for Searchlight New Mexico, on February 15, 

2024 at 4:39 PM 

 

This exchange shows that, prior to the current CUP application being submitted, the County fully 

understood the original intent of the “Commercial Solar Energy Production Facility” in that they 

recognized that it was “intended to benefit one or more business users, and is typically located on 

the roof or – or on the ground next – the intended user.”  However, they chose to ignore this 

understanding and applied the definition of these small scale facilities to “a utility solar project,” 

justifying that on the basis of “semantics.”  The San Marcos Association strongly disputes that 

reworking of the commercial solar definition.  Just because the Appendix A definition of a 

“Commercial Solar Energy Production Facility” appears on the surface to be applicable to the 

current project does not mean that it is. Applying that definition to utility-scale facilities was not 

what the writers of the SLDC intended.  

 

Further, “the County realizes that the proposed AES project is a utility-scale facility,” thus 

recognizing that the project is a “Gas or Electric Power Generating Facility” as listed in SLDC 

Appendix B and defined by LBCS Structure Code 6400. 

 

On Thursday, February 15, 2024 at 4:39 PM, Olivia Romo, Santa Fe County Communications 

Coordinator answered the question below (in blue) from Michael Benanav, a Reporter for 

Searchlight New Mexico.  Her response is in red. 
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